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The Adelantado was right. Quesada turned out
to be endowed with more indomitable resolution,
and greater moral courage, than any of the military
captains. He showed this when, at the turning-
point, he stood firm, but alone, against retreat.
He showed it still more when, in his old age, he
made that wonderful journey through the forests.
He was naturally humane both in his own character
and from policy, though he was responsible for one
atrocious act of perfidy and cruelty. That he
yielded to the violence and greedy avarice of others,
unwillingly, cannot be accepted as an excuse.
Momentary weakness cannot palliate such a crime.
Quesada was a very able administrator, as well
as a born leader of men. In adversity and disap-
pointment he was dignified and resigned. Always
ready to serve his country, ever loyal and zealous,
he remained in harness until after his seventy-
fourth year, and died at a good old age, respected
and revered. He takes his place in the first rank
among the great men who gave the Indies to the
Spanish Crown, greater than Pizarro, greater in
some respects than Cortes.

With the death of Quesada, the story is com-
pleted. The kingdom of New Granada continued
to be ruled by the 'Presidents of the Audiencia or